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r‘lhe Mae Fah Luang Foundation(MFLF) under Royal Patronage was established in 1972 by the initiative of Her RoyaI\
Highness the Princess Mother,the late mother of the present King.The mission of the MFLF is to address the issues
of health,poverty and education.In 1988,MFLF started the Doi Tung Development Project(DTDP),a sustainable altern
ative livelihood development in Chiang Rai province,at the heart of the Golden Triangle,the area known for the bi
ggest opium and heroine production.The people living on the mountains on Doi Tung were hill tribe and immigrants
of various ethnic groups from south of China and Myammar .Before the Project started,the only income for these peo
ple were from opium and selling the daughters into sex industry.
When the Project began,the people were given alternative livelihood options and they earned steady income enough
to get them out of survival stage.The opiun growers became forestry workers,gardeners,coffee and macadamia farmer
s and later they learned post harvesting and processing the farm produces.The women with their traditional skills
of weaving and embroidering are taught new techniques and produced handnade products for homeward and ready to w
ear.Later,the products entered into damestic market became social enterprises under the brand "DOITUNG".
This way,the Project was able to alleviate the opium production through offering legitimate livelihood to the peo
ple. Now the residents of Doi Tung are self reliant and independent,they can get rid of debts,have some saving an
d are able to plan their future and that of their children.

DTDP cannot have done all this without good partrers.lIFF or JIFF in the past was introduced to us by Mr Yoshida,
a Vice President of Mitsui Thailand.We found that Dr Masaki Tada the President of JIFF shared the same philosophy
as the MFLF especially in the issue of sustainable health care.In 2004 with MFLF as the coordinator,the Project
Greater Mekong Sub-region Medical Training started with the goal to improve the quality for nurses and hospitals
in the Mekong Sub Region countries.JIF- then partnered with the Mae Sai Hospital,a hospital at the Thai-Myanmar b
order that treat the Thai as well as the Myanmar across the border and set up a joint Medical Training Centre at
the hospital.With the CT scan and ultra sound equipment donated by JIFF and the training from the doctors and tec
hnicians from Josai Hospital,12 groups of 107 of the doctors and nurses from the hospitals along the border in La
os,Myanmar and Vietnam were trained during the period of 3 years.Upon their retum,they are able to inprowe the q
uality of the hospitals and their skills.Furthermore,JIFF has donated other second hand medical equipment i.e.ele
ctric beds, ambulances which MALF has distributed to hospitals in Chiang Rai and at the borders of the Mekong Sub

region countries.

Furthermore,JIFF has also donated 20 second hand small fire engines to be reused in the forest areas on the mount
ain of Doi Tung and the vicinity.Every year,forest fire caused a lot of damage to the forests and sometimes the v
illages.These fire engines help to control the fire while waiting for the fire fighters team.The fire engines fro
m JIFF had once helped to control the fire which almost reached the Royal Villa of HRH the Princess Mother.Today,
JIFF is recognized for the assistance contributed to the Chiang Rai Province which leads to the Agreement of Sist
er Cities of Mae Sai and Yuki Shi.

Dr Tada also supported the social enterprise of DIDP and introduced the DoiTung coffee to the Ibaraki residents.|
n 2012,he opened the first Cafe DoiTung at the Josai Hospital.This year,the second Cafe DoiTung will be opened in
Yuki in November.

All of this could not have happened,if it had not been for Dr Tada,the true leader and the man of action.Dr Tada
and I share the same principle of "share and care".We both believe in making lives better for everyone and to hel
p make this world a better place where people can find happiness in life.That is why I always consider him "my br
other" and our friendship has become stronger with the collaboration in the work we both believe in.We both will
definitely continue our work together whenever and wherever in the future.
Mom Rajawongse Disnadda Diskul

@airman Mae Fah Luang Foundation under Royal Patronage
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